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work with other state departments to prepare and distribute informational documents to 

educate retail merchants and suppliers about this measure.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cathy Goeggel Catherine Goeggel Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

There is absolutely no excuse for people to wear fur or use fur as accessories in the 
21st century. The industry continues to ignore or deny the cruelty and environmental 
damage of CFOs. Traps and snares cause intesne suffering and often catch and kill not 
target species. Please pass this bill. Mahalo 

Cathy Goeggel 

President, Animal Rights Hawai'i 
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Natalie Parra Keiko Conservation Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We strongly SUPPORT this measure. 
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Furthermore, over the past two decades, twenty countries have either voted to ban the practice, 
have prohibited the farming of particular species, or have introduced stricter regulations that have 
effectively curtailed the practice, including Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech 
Republic, Croatia, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Republic of 
Macedonia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. As concerns about 
animal welfare and the ethics of fur continue to grow, proposals to prohibit fur production are 
presently being considered in Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland and Ukraine.  
 
On fur factory farms around the world, millions of foxes, mink and other wild animals spend their 
entire lives in cramped cages, deprived of the ability to engage in natural behaviours, only to be 
cruelly gassed or electrocuted to death. In the wild, animals are caught in crippling leghold traps 
where they can be left for days without food or water. These archaic traps are indiscriminate, often 
maiming and killing non-target animals, including threatened species and even pets. 
 
In addition to the fur industry being inherently inhumane, the confinement of thousands of wild 
animals in unsanitary, crowded and stressful conditions is an ecological disaster and a breeding 
ground for infectious diseases. To date, coronavirus infections have been confirmed on more than 
400 mink fur farms in eleven countries around the world and it is estimated that around 18 million 
animals have been killed due to the virus. In the United States, coronavirus outbreaks have been 
documented on 16 mink farms, in the states of Utah, Wisconsin, Oregon, and Michigan. 
 
This is a cruel and outdated industry, which produces a luxury product for which there are today 
many warm and beautiful alternatives that do not involve animal suffering. We, the members of 
the Fur Free Alliance, strongly encourage you to be on the right side of history and prohibit the 
widely-condemned trade of animal fur products in Hawaii. 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration of our request. Please do not hesitate to contact us 
if you require additional information, or would like to arrange a video conference to discuss this 
important matter in greater detail.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Joh Vinding 
Chairman of the Fur Free Alliance 
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March 15, 2021 
 
 
Re. Hawaii Fur Ban (SB 969 SD2) 
 
 
Chairman Nakashima and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Chris DeRose, Founder and President of Last Chance for Animals (LCA), I 
am writing to you on behalf of LCA and its supporters. LCA supports SB 969 SD2, to 
ban the sale of fur in Hawaii. LCA is an international non-profit organization based in 
Los Angeles that advocates for animals through legislation, investigations, education, 
and media outreach. LCA has an active base of members in Hawaii who support our 
mandate to eliminate animal exploitation. 
 
The inherent cruelty of the fur industry has been well-documented throughout the years 
by animal welfare organizations such as LCA. Animals on fur farms spend their entire 
lives in tiny cages, subjected to horrendous cruelty and neglect - only to be killed for a 
piece of fashion.  
 
The environmental and public health risks the fur industry poses cannot be ignored 
either. Fur farming causes environmental damage in surrounding areas, including 
polluted lakes and watersheds. Fur farms also pose a public health risk; the spread of 
COVID-19 on mink farms has been well documented in countries throughout the world.  
 
LCA believes the state of Hawaii is a compassionate state that cares about the welfare 
of all animals. By enacting a fur sale ban, Hawaii will set a historic precedent that animal 
abuse will not be tolerated. Please do not hesitate to reach out for further information to 
assist with this matter. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Chris DeRose 
Founder and President 
Last Chance for Animals 
derose@lcanimal.org 
310-271-6096 x28 

mailto:derose@lcanimal.org




 

225 Liberty St, 9th Floor New York, NY 10281!

 
 
 
Statement of Support of SB 969 
March 15, 2021   
 
Chairman Nakashima and Members of the Committee, 
  
IÕm writing to show our support for SB 969, which prohibits the manufacture and sale of new fur 
products in Hawaii.  
  
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
!
!
!
!
!
Laura Brown 
Editor-In-Chief 
InStyle  
Laura.Brown@instyle.com!





https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/hearingnotices/HEARING_CPN-JDC_02-24-21_.HTM
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farms, it appears that the virus is mutating rapidly among the 
mink.  
 
There is also the possibility that the SARS-CoV-2 virus not only 
circulates on the farms but that the farms could also spread the 
virus to other species in the local environment. In fact, the virus 
was detected in wild mink near infected farms in Utah and 
Oregon. This creates the potential for a reservoir for the disease, 
creating a long-term risk of the virus recirculating and mutating 
not only in mink, but in people as well. 
 
SARS-CoV-2 outbreaks on fur farms around the world 
represents a serious public health risk, and it is my expert 
opinion that this demonstrates the need to end the fur trade to 
protect the public. 
 
Hawaii can be among the leaders on this by ending fur sales. I 
hope you support SB 969. 

Thank you.   
 
 





https://www.aamc.org/news-insights/6-myths-about-covid-19-vaccines-debunked
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00531-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00531-z


 
 
There have also been numerous instances of criminal activists committing economic 
sabotage against fur farms and retail stores throughout the US. Now, like-minded groups 
are using the legislative process under the guise of public health. These same activists 
want to shut down every dairy farm, cattle ranch, and wool operation throughout our 
country. We should not go down this road.  
 
The public policy goal with coronavirus is to allow places to reopen as soon as it is safe 
to do so. This bill does the opposite. It punishes the very same small businesses the 
state is trying to protect. 
 
This is unfair and it is bad policy. I urge the committee to reject this unnecessary 
legislation. 
 





http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2021


 

 

    
 

SB 969 SD2 RELATING TO ANIMAL FUR PRODUCTS 
House Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs 

March 16, 2021, 2:00pm State Capitol 
 

  
 
Aloha Rep. Mark M. Nakashima, Chair, Scot Z. Matayoshi, Vice Chair, and Committee 
Members, 
 
Down to Earth Organic and Natural testifies in support of SB 969 SD2.  
 
Down to Earth Organic and Natural has six locations on Oahu and Maui. Since we 
opened in 1977, we have supported healthy lifestyles and preservation of the 
environment by selling local, fresh, organic and natural products, and by promoting a 
healthy, plant-based and vegetarian lifestyle. 

 
We are in support of SB 969 SD2 which will prohibit the manufacture for sale, offer 
for sale, display for sale, sale, trade, or distribution of certain animal fur products in 
the State. Down to Earth has been an all-vegetarian store since our first store opened 
over 40 years ago. We have become a hub for many Hawaii residents that are 
compassionate to all animals. We appreciate this opportunity to testify on behalf of 
these community members in support of this bill. 
 
Each year, more than 100 million animals are raised and killed for their fur. Wild 
animals spend their entire lives in cramped cages, deprived of the ability to engage in 
natural behaviors. Animals on fur factory farms are killed in extremely inhumane 
ways �t such as crude gassing, anal/genital electrocution, and neck-breaking �t to 
preserve the quality of their pelts. In our warm climate, fur for fashion is not a 
necessity and it does not reflect the aloha of our people. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill.   
 
Alison Riggs 
Public Policy & Government Relations Manager 
Down to Earth 
 
2525 S. King St., Suite 309 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
 
Phone (808) 824-3240 
Fax (808) 951-8283  
E-mail: alison.riggs@downtoearth.org 
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